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I don’t mean to suggest that young preachers are wasting their time. Those who
play Mozart well in old age spent a lifetime practicing and performing music, including
Mozart’s. Instead, I mean to suggest that, when we older preachers are ready to bring the
whole of ourselves and our years of living into our preaching, our wealth of emotions and
the wisdom of our feelings can transform the way we preach and the way our

congregations respond. To that end, I offer this work.



APPENDIX: PROJECT INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What stories, implied or told in the sermon,
seemed to carry emotional energy for the preacher?

What stories did he seem to feel as he told them?
2. What, if anything, in this sermon grabbed your attention? Why?

3. How did the sermon make you feel?
What emotions, if any, did the sermon stir up in you?

4. What memories, if any, did this sermon stir up in you?

What stories, if any, from your life, experience, or memory,
did this sermon bring back to mind for you?

5. From hearing this sermon, do you feel challenged to do something? What?
From hearing this sermon, are you planning to do anything differently?

What is this collection of feelings, memories, and stories
asking you to do, to change, in your life?

If time allows,

6. Is there some story or image I used sometime in our years together
that you still remember?

That sticks with you and continues to touch you?
Did some such story “change your life” somehow?
7. What Bible stories help you understand your own story?

Help you understand your relationship with God?
Help you understand your relationship with other people?

Help you know how you ought to behave?

At the end of the interview, offer to discuss any of this privately,
either “on the record” or “off the record.”
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